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people that I’m not going to change my posi-
tion on that.

But you know, if we never did anything
in the world until we could get everything
done we wanted, we often would not do any-
thing at all. What we have done here is to
reverse genocide and ethnic cleansing, and
it is very important. Would it also be good
if we could have a new leader in Serbia? Of
course it would. But the main beneficiaries
would be the Serbian people.

And our ability to build the kind of future
in southeastern Europe we want would be
enhanced if we had new leadership and full
participation in Serbia, but we can do an
awful lot of good whatever happens there.

Let’s don’t mix apples and oranges, Mr.
Pelley [Scott Pelley, CBS News]. I told the
American people what the objectives are.
We’ve achieved those objectives. Now we
just have to win the peace. But would it be
a good thing if Serbia had a democratic lead-
er who didn’t do things like what we’ve seen
in Bosnia and in Kosovo? Of course it would.
And I can’t wait for the day when that hap-
pens.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately
11:55 a.m. on the lawn at Palais Schaumburg. The
President met with Chancellor Gerhard
Schroeder of Germany in his capacity as President
of the European Council and President Jacques
Santer of the European Commission. In his re-
marks, he referred to Hashim Thaci, leader,
Kosovo Liberation Army (KLA); President
Jacques Chirac of France; European Trade Com-
missioner Sir Leon Brittan, vice president, Euro-
pean Commission; U.N. Secretary-General Kofi
Annan; and President Slobodan Milosevic of the
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and Mon-
tenegro). The President also referred to OECD,
the Organization for Economic Cooperation and
Development. Chancellor Schroeder spoke in
German, and his remarks were translated by an
interpreter.

Videotape Address to the People
of Albania
June 21, 1999

To the people of Albania, on behalf of all
the American people, I want to express our
gratitude for the courageous stand you have

taken for peace, tolerance, and freedom in
southeastern Europe. And I want to pledge
my support for your own efforts to build a
strong and prosperous democracy.

This spring, when Mr. Milosevic launched
his bloody campaign of ethnic cleansing in
Kosovo, no country bore a greater burden
than Albania, and no country did more to
help humanity prevail. You opened your skies
to the NATO aircraft that brought this night-
mare to an end. You opened your ports and
your airfields to the troops and aid workers
who came here to help the refugees.

And most important, you opened your
homes and your hearts to more than 300,000
victims of ethnic cleansing—giving them
shelter and food and hope, even though your
own country still faces enormous challenges.
History will record that one of the greatest
acts of barbarity Europe has seen in this cen-
tury was defeated with the help of one of
the greatest acts of compassion we have seen.

The whole world knows what you have
done in the last several months. And we also
know that you have done it while struggling
to overcome perhaps the most cruel legacy
of isolation and repression of any of Europe’s
formerly Communist states. We still have
much work to do.

We have to work together to get the
Kosovar refugees back to their homes safely.
We’ll have to keep helping those who must
remain a while longer in Albania. We’ll need
to station more NATO troops in your country
to support those keeping the peace in
Kosovo. For the people of Albania, there will
be a continuing burden, but there will also
be an opportunity to deepen your partner-
ship with NATO and your integration with
Europe and the future prosperity that will
bring.

America will do all it can to help you re-
cover from the economic and social upheaval
caused by the war, to help you strengthen
your democracy, to enshrine the rule of law,
and to attract new investment to create new
jobs and new opportunities. And we’ll work
with you to build a southeastern Europe that
is coming together around the promise of
freedom and prosperity, instead of being torn
apart by hatred and bloodshed. We want you
to be on the front lines of democracy and
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prosperous development in southeastern Eu-
rope, not on the front line of aggression and
tyranny.

You have shown in this crisis that a nation’s
standing in the world is measured not just
by its wealth, its power, or its size but also
by the principles it upholds and the respon-
sibilities it is willing to assume. The world’s
admiration for Albania has risen immeas-
urably in the last few months. If you stay
on the path you have chosen, we will stay
by your side.

I thank you for all you have done and for
all we will do together in the months and
years ahead.

NOTE: The address was videotaped at approxi-
mately 5:40 p.m. in the Bibliotek Room at the
Hyatt Regency Hotel in Cologne, Germany, on
June 20 for later broadcast on the U.S. Informa-
tion Agency WORLDNET. The transcript was
embargoed for release by the Office of the Press
Secretary until 4 p.m. on June 21. A tape was
not available for verification of the content of this
address.

Exchange With Reporters Following
Discussions With Prime Minister
Janez Drnovsek of Slovenia in
Ljubljana
June 21, 1999

Q. Mr. Prime Minister, I wonder if you
could tell us what President Clinton’s visit
means to your country, what you hope to get
out of the visit?

Prime Minister Drnovsek. [Inaudible]—
to visit, the first time we have the President
of the United States in Slovenia, and I think
it is confirmation of excellent relations that
we established during the last year. And we
cooperated in southeast situation; the Kosovo
crisis was another crisis.

So I think this is a confirmation for Slove-
nia, for our partnership, because of our role
in this part of the world.

President Boris Yeltsin of Russia
Q. Mr. President, yesterday you had a

chance to sit down across the table from
Boris Yeltsin. We saw him get off at the air-
port—he looked very frail, at times his
speech sounded slurred. You sat across the

table, eyeball-to-eyeball, how would you as-
sess Boris Yeltsin today?

President Clinton. Yesterday, I can say,
his movements were halting, but his mind
was quite clear; he was very precise, very
strong, and very eager for us to resolve our
past differences and go on into the future.
I actually was reassured by the meeting. I
thought he was quite strong and quite clear
yesterday.

NOTE: The exchange began at 4:55 p.m. in the
Presidential Palace. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of this exchange.

United States-European Union
Summit Statement on Ukraine
June 21, 1999

Ukraine’s successful transition to a demo-
cratic and market oriented country, secure
within its borders, is crucial for long-term
stability in Central and Eastern Europe and
the continent as a whole. Helping Ukraine
achieve these objectives is one of the top pri-
orities for U.S.-EU cooperation. The EU and
the U.S., as Ukraine’s largest donors, share
a strategic interest in the successful evolution
of Ukraine toward a prosperous economy and
stable democracy and in bringing Ukraine
more fully into Euroatlantic structures. The
EU and the U.S. welcome the progress made
in the realization of their strategic partner-
ships with Ukraine and look forward to a fur-
ther deepening of these relationships. We
commend Ukraine for the important
progress it has achieved in recent months,
in particular the economic reform measures
which have allowed Ukraine to return to
compliance with its IMF program. We urge
President Kuchma to seize the opportunity
presented by the renewal of the IMF pro-
gram to push forward his reform agenda, in-
cluding privatization of large industries, agri-
cultural and energy sector reform, restructur-
ing of the financial sector, as well as improve-
ments in public administration. We encour-
age Ukraine in its efforts to accede to the
WTO and will support decisive action in es-
tablishing a favorable environment for for-
eign investments and in removing key obsta-
cles to trade.
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